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HIRTEENTH REPORT OF THE BRITISH 
AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


It is with the sincerest satisfaction that the 
ommittee of the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
y enter upon the task now become onerous and 
nbarrassing, of presenting their official Report 
yr the pas? year. a ; 

The Bible Societies are, in fact so numerous, 
nl the character of their proceedings, from their 
‘section to one object, has so general a similarity, 
at q detailed narrative of the transactions of 
ach, would exhaust the attention by its repetition; 
articularly as what is to be said of the zeal 
nd activity of many may be considered, in a 
reat degree applicable to all. 

Inasmuch, however, as the British and Foreign 
ible Society stands engaged to the world, for aid- 
1 & encovraping the efforts of all who in every 
lace exert themselves in the cause to which it is 
evoted, the Committee deem it their indispensable 
juty to communicate angigcount of those efforts, 
far as may be consistent With the limits of their 
nnual Report. 

Adopting, therefore, the medium prescribed by 
ese observetions, your Committee will endea- 
our to collect from the occurrences of the last 
ear, such facts and information in connexion 
ith the British and Foreign Bible Society as will 
shiit a distinct view of its progress and_pros- 
ects in the work which it has undertaken—the 
culation of the Scriptures in every accessible 
pirt of the world. 

Cf the Continental Societies in existence at the 
eriod of the Jast Anniversary, it may be general- 
Y observed, that their attention to promote the 
hect of their establishment demonstrates their 
hereasing sense of its utility and importance ; 
hat the beneficial effects resulting from the cir- 
ulation of the Scriptures have proved powerful 
“ucements to continue and enlarge this benevo- 
ent work ; and that if its operation has in any 
ree been circumscribed by the general distress 
wed heen tore or less felt on the Continent 
ow or catrying tt on has not on that account 
ile aeomplete organization of the Netheriands 
¥ Mies om noticed in the last yom In 
alent di ed une following, delegates from the 
be hela Visions of it attended a General Meet- 
8 Bets Awsterdam, when the propositions 
fersted by them on the part of their respective 
ayponye ne discussed, and a select Committee 
ing ener, wv ee the proper measures for giv- 
ined exere effect to their individual and com- 
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Righteousness exalteth a Nation ; but sin is a reproach to any People—Soomon. 
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Whole Number—176, 


The Hanoverian Bible Society, under the pat- 
ronage of His Royal Highness the Duke of Cam- 
bridge, has completed the printing of an edition 
of 10,000 copies of Luther’s German Bible, most 
of which have been already put into circulation ; 
and another Auxiliary has been put into circula- 
tion; and another Auxiliary has been added to 
that Institution, by the establishment of an East 
Frisia Bible Society, for the encourazement of 
which 100/. have been voted to the Hanoverian 
Society —The formation of Osnaburgh Bible So- 
ciety in connection with that of Hanover, was re- 
ported at the last Anniversary. <A letter from a 
correspondent as Osnaburgh contains the pleasing 
intelligence, that “their Catholic fellow-citizens 
labour with them hand in hand, and many of that 
communion show a readiness to obtain and peruse 
the Scriptures.” 

‘The exertions of the Prussian Bible Society 
continue to be diligently and most usefully pur- 
sued. To the eight Auxiliaries uvited tothe Cen- 
tral Society in the course of its first year, twelve 
more were added before the expiration of the se- 
cond ; and so vigurously have these subordinate 
socicties flourished, that one of them, that at Ces- 
lin, is said to number not fewer than 7 Branches 
in connesion with it. , 

The Central Society is engaged in printing 
two large editions of the German Bible, as wel 
as an edition of the Scriptures in the dialect of the 
Wends in Nether Lusatia, which the Secretary of 
the Society pronounces “ one of the most useful 
works ever undertaken 3” and its Ausiliary at 
Breslau is printing an edition of Luthei’s Bible, 
with an extra number of New-Testanents. 

Ry the Second Report of the Prussian Bible So- 
ciety, fromr which a portion of the foregoing intel- 
ligence has been derived, the Committee observe, 
with equal admiration and gratitude, the steady 
march by which this Society 1s advancing towards 
thesattainment of its abject. For much of its suc- 
cess it is indebted, under the blessing of God, to 
the warm and decided encouragement which it 
receives from His Prussian Majesty and several 
branches of the royal family ; not to mention the 
personal co-operation which it experiences from 
Ministers of State, dignified Clergy, and numer- 
ous individuals of property and indivence, in va- 
rious parts of the kingdoi. 

On the whole, when your Committee advert to 
the character and proceedings of this important 
Society ; when they consider the contributions it 
has raised, the Auxiliaries it has organized, the 
copies of the Scripfures it has distributed, and 
those which itis preparii, for distribution ; they 
cannot but freely participate in the gratification 
expressed by His Prussian Majesty, on “the reli- 
gious spirit in which tie beneficial undertaking of 
the Prussian Society has been conducted,” and in 
the persuasion that its example will produce the 
most advantageous effects in several parts of Ger- 
many. 

The Bible Society of the Grand Duchy of Berg 
continues to prosper. Lhe demand for Bibles is 
great; the Committee act in a spirit of harmony 
and. brotherly love, and the interesting facts com- 
municated evidently prove the blessing of God at- 
tending the distribution of his word. 

The Saxon Bible Society, which has been fa- 
voured by His Majesty the King with freedom 
ef posiage is proceeding with great alacrity in 
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printing 10,000 copies of Luther’s German Bible. 

The Frankfort Bible Society has applied its 
limited means, with very happy effects, to the ra- 
lief of the poor and prisaners. Many of the latter 
class tho had devoted their time to gaming, now 
read the Bible in their cells. 

The following quotations from the corespon- 
dence of the Rev. Leander Van Ess, of Marburg, 
afford very gratifying intelligence: “ You will re- 
joice that, chiefly through your assistance, L have 
beepenabled to disperse, (up to June 1816,) 51,146 
copies of my New-Testament, 2,000 of Luther's 
Bible, and 2,300 of his New-Testament, on the 
highway of the Lord, among my Catholic as well 
4s Protestant brethren. Ican, from my own ex- 
perience, and that of my purreueeeiest joyfully 
testify, that the main object in thus disseminating 
the Holy Scriptures has been accomplished ; that 
a spirit of vital religion has been diffused ; and 
that many illuminated by the light of divine truth, 
and strengthened with power from on high, now 
lead a holy and useful life.” 

“My New-Testament appeared in some dis- 
tricts where thousands of Catholics knew the Bie 
ble only by name. I could easily dispose of 
$0,000 copies of my New-Festament among Ca- 
tholics and several thousand of Luthes’s Bible a- 
mong Protestants.” 

Your Committee, anxious to encourage the ex- 
ertions of this pious Catholic winle opportunity 
favours his zeal, have made two separate grants of 
S00L. each, to assist them. 

Another Catholic Clergyman in correspondence 
with your Society, has within a short space of time 
distributed nearly 20,000 New-Testaments, and is 
preparing the means of a further and more exten- 
sive distribution. 

This correspondent has also had the happiness 
to witness the most beneficial effects of his labours 
of which many instances might be adduced. 

In one of his letters the following passage oe- 
curs: 

“Qld men who had never learned to read are 
now desirous to learn, that they in their advanced 
age may find consolation from the Holy Scvip- 
tures.” ‘Che demands for the Ratisbon New- 
Testament also continue to increase ina degree 
which renders it difficult to meet them. 

The following extract from Stutgard will be 
satisfactory, as attesting the activity of the Wur- 
temburg Bible Society. 

“Thus, with the help of God, we have distribu- 
ted upwards of 10,000 Bibies, and 2,000 extra 
‘Testaments, among the people around us, with the 
sincere wish and prayer to God, that the dissemi- 
nation of his Holy Word way produce fruits of 
holiness in the souls of many, and to the glory of 
his huly name.” 

In the midst of the great distresses which have 
revailed in almost every part of the kingdom, the 
Virtemberg Bible Society has received many 

most pleasing proofs of the liberality of its friends. 
When its Directors presented copies of their Bi- 
ble to the late King, to the respective branches of 
the Royal Family, to the Ministers of State, as 
well as to other noblemen and gentlemen, they re- 
ceived in return several handsome benefactions ; 
and wany of the poor peasants in the villages 
seem to vie with each other in offering tieir 
mites. 

The Swiss Bible Societies at Basle, Shaffhausen, 
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Zarich, St. Gall, Acrvau, Berr, Char, Geneva, Lau- 
sanne, and Neuchatel, mutually stimulate and 
assist each other in their career of sacred benevo- 
Jence. Many interesting particulars of their use- 
ful activity will be found in the Appendix to this 
Report. To prove the progressive state of the 
operations of the Basle Society, the following sim- 
ple but interesting facts will suffice ; that, 


Bibles. Testaments. 
In 1815 it distributed 1299 
1814 - - - 2583 
1815 - - - 50355 5796 
1816 - - - 7920 9333 


The same Society is now engaged in pons 
several editions of the German and French 


Committee have assisted it with 500/. 

The Zarich Society has completed a folio and 
an octavo edition of the German Bible. 

The Bible Society at Saint Gall has had great 
success in distributing copies of the Scripiures 
both among Protestants and Catholics, and the 
demand for them is daily increasing. 

A letter from a Capuchin Mouk, to whom a do- 
nation of 501. was presented, to enable him to 
distribute the Scriptures, contains the following 
pleasing information :—* That the Bible is now 
read by thousands of Catholics with devout atten- 
tion and cordial joy, ‘and that the writer himself 
had induced many parish ministers and school- 
masters to Mena: ds the New Testament into 
their congregations and schools.” 

In the North of Germany, the Hambro’ Altona 
Bible Society is prosecuting the object of its in- 
stitution with great zeal. In consequence of the 
offer of a luan of 500/. from your Committee, this 
Society has engaged to print a German Bible of 
10,060 copies, after the Caustein edition. 

Of the augmented circulation of the Scriptures 
in Germany, it is a sufficient proof, that the de- 
mand for Bibles by the numerous Societies estab- 
lished in that country, is now so great that the 
Canstein Institution at Halle, on which they had 
been accustomed chiefly to depend for supplies, 
is no longer able, notwithstanding the most stre- 
nuous exertions, to furnish the number required, 
and the Bible Societies are under the necessity of 
printing them for their own distribation. 

Your Committee have next to report the tran- 
sactions connected with the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in the three Northern Kingdoms of 
Europe. 

Beginning with Denmark, they have the plea- 
sure to announce, that the Danish Bible Society 
is in a progressive state, with’ respect to’ the in- 
crease of its benefactors and subscribers ; and its 
Commitee look forward with hope to the beneficial 
effects of the interest which it is gaining in the 
public mind. It has nearly finished the revision 
of the Danish New Testament for the press, and 
has resolved to print an edition of the Creolese 
New Testament for the use of the Christian ne, :roes. 

very flourishing eae has been formed 
tT Oilensee, the capital of the Island of Fuehnen, 
ungler. the auspices and Presidency of Crown 
Prince, Christian Frederick. Of the interest 
which his Royal Highness takes in this cause, a 
judgment may be formed from the following ex- 
tract ofa letter with which he has honoured the 
President of this Society: 

“ Nor do I fell less pleasure in availing mysélf 
of this opportunity to express my high regard for 
the Society, and the goou wishes F shall ever eu- 
tertain for the successful progress of an tastitu- 
tion on which I psay the Divine blessing of Pro- 
vidence may ever rest.” 

At the formation of the Odensee Auxiliary So- 
ciety, it was recommended to such of the Direc- 
tors as reside in the country to term Branch So- 
cielics aud Bible Associations. : 

To this important objéct the attention of the 
Committee of the Sieswig-Holstein Bible Society, 
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all 


assisted by the personal experience and efforts of 
the Rev. Ebeuezer Henderson, has been most 
successfully directed. Move than fifty Auxiliary 
Societies, or Bible. Asseciations, have been farmed 
in that part of the Danish dominions, between the 
Little Belt and the town of Altona. 

The same Society has also undertaken the es- 
tablishment ofa depot for Bibles, and a Biblical 
Library. <a 

These extraordinary exertions, which are still 
carrying on, have-increased the demand for the 
Scriptures beyond the power of the Sleswig-Iol- 
stein Society to satisfy it. As a temperary assist- 
ance, your Committee have ordered an tmniediate 
supply of Danish Bibles and Testaments ; and, 
with a view to a inore permanent provision, have 
ereee to the Danish Bible Society at Copen- 
lagen, to print an edition of 10,000 copies ef 
the Danish Bible, with an offer ef 5601. in aid of 
the expense thereof, which offer has been accepted. 

In the Faroe Isiands, the mstitution of the Dan- 
ish Bible Suciety hasbeen hailed by the inhabit- 
auls as a most propitious event, and a liberal con- 
tribution has been raised by them in aid of its funds. 

The intelligence fron Sweden respecting the 
Bible Listitutions in that country is highly gra- 
tifying. 


degree tothe public at !arge, is gradually acquir- 
ing influence, aud is displayed in unremitting ef- 
forts for extending the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures, which are more eagerly sought for 
than ever. For this purpose, among other judi- 
cious measures, the arraugements for printing at 
Siockholm have been multiplied aud enlarged. 

‘The Committee of the Gothenburg Auxiliary 
Society, of which the pious and venerable Bishop 
Wingard is President, display the same zeal for 
which they Lave ever been distinguished. They 
have supplied all the work houses, prisons, houses 
of charity,and hospitals, within their district, 
with copies of the Sacred Volume. Their funds 
indeed have been devoted to the benefit of the 
poor; and, on this account, although their sub- 
scriptions are considerable, they are far from be- 
ing adequate to the demands upon them. The 
Committee still, however, proceed in the gratui- 
tous distribution of the Scriptures to the neces- 
sitous ; “confident” (to use theirown words) “ that 
Divine Provideace will vot permit the work to be 
interupted for want of means to carry it on.” 

7 EXTRACTS OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

From a Capuchin Monk in tre Norta of Germany. 

The day before yesterday I was agreeably sur- 
prised, in my monastic retirement, by the unex- 
pected appearance of our friend N. who entered 
uy ceil, full of jey, exclaiming, A letter from 
London! [seized it, and received irom its con- 
tents the pleasing information, that the revered 
bible Society in London bad granted us a gene- 
rous donation of 501, for which L beg leave to re- 
turn the sincerest thanks of all pious Christians. 
Indeed, 1 was so affected with this gift, that L felt 
constramed publicly to announce it in uur church; 
und fervently implored our Divine Saviour to 
shower down his richest blessings on these our 
benefactors, and to reward them, both in time and 
eternity, for the good they have done tous. It 
affords me real satisfaction to tel yon, that the 
Lible, this traly Divine beck, is now read by hun- 
dreds and by thousands, with devout attention and 
cordial joy. I may even go farther ; and assert, 
that many, with whose spiritual state lam inti-, 
nately acquainted, are deeply penetrated with its 
sacred truths, and faithfully endeavour to regu- 
late their life accordingly. { met lately with a 
remarkable instance of conversion. A man of 
learning, who by the constant perusal of the works 
of Voltaire, Rousseau, DYAlembert, &c. had been 
almost entirely corrupted, both in mind and body, 
and lived for these SO years past in this world, 





"Khe zeal which animates the Swedish . 
Bible Society has been imparted in a considerable From Letters addressed to a Roman Catholic ("or 





without God, without Christ, without anys 

religion, has been completely transformed.” 
another man, by the powerful Operating or 
our divine Saviour, and has given, in the oe 


of the last year, the most satisfactory eyid (From | 
of a genuine conversion. “ By their fruits red PLE 
know them.” He now diligently reads the Ri | 
to which I most earnesily called his attentin tract of a 
and you can scarcely conceive the joy and deli Mr. fhe’ 
with which he accepted the Sacred Volume ti ; 
hands. This morning, another gentleman wet r We Wa 
on horseback, and, in the public road, eXpres dow 
i wa 


to me the great joy which he feit in a dilizeys 
devout perusal of the Holy Writings, “I nj. 
mention many similar instances, if time dit js 
mit: let me therefore add, that, by the tes 
God, I have induced many parish ministers 
schoolmasters, both tn town and the country : 
introduce the New Testament into their coer 
gations and schools. ‘The consequences 9 4 
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tu be calculated. We shall soon be enabled 4 oo hea 
supply most of our parishes: with Copies of th pana ba 
same. ‘Thus. you see, my respected friend, ly s fie 

rar serious 


extensively the eternal God, the kindest fy, 
of the children of men, is spreading among | 
blessings of the Gospel! of his Son..y | 


puntenances 
ist the Lor 


riract of a 


us i 


gyman, by a Clergyman of the same Chis 

Hebruary 20, 1817. 

To the glory of God, we are constrained to sy 
that many read the word of God with joy, andi 
rive from it, according to the measure of theiry 
derstanding, comfort and encouragement, soasi 
excite in others, both in and out of our parish, § 
eroulation. Several heads of families have 
clared, that they could not now live without the 
Gospel. People come from neighbouring tom 
and villages, to fetch New ‘Testaments; aud ve 
confidently hope, that the word of God will: 
last, leaven the whole lump. 

The following anecdote may serve to illustrat 
its efiect — 

About three months ago, a man, whose name! 
Anthony S. came from a neighbouring parish, i 
a visit to a family here, where a pious young & 
ian of twenty, named Francisca, used to read the 
New Testament to the rest: Anthony listenedals 
bat laughed, and derided it. After some time, te 
paid another visit, heard again, but setffed sal 
blasphemed, particularly at the passage, Jonni it. 
16. Perceiving that the young reader rose mia 
grieved, aud shut up the book, he said, “1 beg ya 
pardon, L did not mean to offend you ; bit 1 
not believe either in this Book, or iu the Priests; 
the whole is a lie,” &c. (isa. lix. 20.) Francis 
answered, in a solemn tone, “ You do not offen 
me, but God; whoever oieads this Book, fut 
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meut, went into her closet, full of sorrow, 
and prayed, “Lord, lay 1 aot to his charge, bit 
graciously open his eyes.” Anthony went mt 
but could not get the New Testament out us 
mind, either by day or by night. Once, awa iy 
out of a dream, it suddenly struck like lightnis 
into bis soul: “ What have I done? [have | His 
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/ From the Religious Remembrancer. 


PLEASING INFORMATION. 


Letter from the Rev. J. S. Adams, to 
pret mane ie of Philadelphia, dated 
«Yor District, (S.C.) Oct. 27, 1817. 
«We have bad a glorious revival of religion in 
= country. Itcommenced in July, and has made 
way into a number of our churches. I have at- 
Jed five communions 1D the churches around, 
‘yding my OWN, and we have admitted 152 to 
church forthe first time 5 a large proportion 
«hom were young pee but we have seme 
i The work appears to spread with 
eat rapidity. It differs from the former revival 
had in this country in several particulars. In 
we have no bodily exercise. The work is 
werful, but mental; much weeping and praying. 
this we have no opposition-as-yet. A very ge- 
rel seriousness has manifested itself on the 
‘untenances of the people in general. And I 
the Lord will spread the glorious werk far 


all ages. 


hist 
wiles eo 


riract of a Letter from the Rev. Hugh Dickson, 
to tie seme, dated 
« AnpevILLE, (S.C.) Oct. 1, 1817. 
“Thave just returned home from assisting at 
eadininistration of the sacrament of the Supper 
acougrecation about 40 miles from me. God 
doing great things in that place at this time ; 34 
readmitted to communion. In the course of 
n weeks 60 have been added to that church; a 
yniber more are under serious impressions. My 
aver is that God would visit atl our churches 
ith the ike effusions of his grace. The revival 
this time appears to be confined {2 one congre- 


ton,” 








THE WEERLY RECORDER. 
SPILL OIE MELE LIL OLD LDL LL LILI LAE LLL LT 
HLLICOTUE, WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 17 
TISITILI ILI OLOREMDOALD EL LLL DI LIDCEL LDL 
wtract of a Letter from the Rev. Thomas Hunt, 
(f Pittsburg, to the Rev. RF. Macurdy, at Brice- 
laid’s Cross Roads, dated Nov. 22, 1817. 
XUV. AND DEAR BROTHER, : 
“I basten to inform you, that T received a line 
‘1 brother Eaton, of Erie, this norning. He 
Mites thus:—* God has been pleased to visit our 
art of the. church with an effusion of his Holy 
piri, An extensive revival has commenced at 
havfanava, under the labdurs of the Rev. P. 
“ip, a missionary from the General Assembly, 
Ne wes destined lor Detroit and: Sandusky, each 
tree months. In passing, he preached at 
“atangua ; the pesple were solemnly affected 
ith a se preaching 3 they pressed him to tarry 
‘pe rem three months.” Mr. Eaton states, that 
’ ae oe fiom that place, where he 
“ine e ace ays, preparatory to and adininis- 
are ten mg * Supper. Mr. Camp states, that 
tons. They persons are under serious impres- 
O hsn ines exatnined and encouraged 40 persons 
iit a NOES 3. He aed asco fr 50 have 
e0 a nen oe Several old professors have got- 
E the old inp and others have gotten mure 
“ye “te ’ 
pode PEE gencrally gave great satisfac- 
Wut she was ah sani girl eleven years olds; 
eteney uf doctrin etm. on the ground of incom- 
lat a soverete . nowledge. He further states, 
Nat place vey od had led a Catholic boy to 
Phorane at were hag revival began: he was 
Ss his Own words ‘ ate. ae — a word. To 
“ONtcine none Ay min got struck, and five 
.. .. Pressed my breast, and my heart as 
“ bos Te is new rejoicing. Une morn- 
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found him with a child sitting on his knees read- heads ; 


ing the Scriptures. | 
“'Lhe people of North East have engaged Mr. 
Camp’to stay with them a month longer. Fa 


- FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 


Steubenville, O. Nov. 17.—I think the cause of 
truth is slowly progressing here. Public worship 
is on the whole well attended, and with some vi- 
sible effects, though small. We have two weekly 
societies for._prayer—one a general meeting ; the 
other a special prayer meeting of females, whe 
are also a tract society. A female Bible society, 
auxiliary to the American Bible Society, has been 
formed, consisting of upwards of one hundred 
members, of all denominations. * 

Paris, Ky. Dec. 6.—It is with gratitude to God, 
that I have it in my power to inform you, that 
there is a prospect of much good being dene among 
us. We have employed the Rev. William Wal- 
lace as our preacher. Our meeting house is crowd- 
ed with people, and numbers are dropping their 
arms of rebellion and turniag to the Lord.—The 
work of the Lord still goes on in Mount Pleasant 
Congregation, under the preaching of the Rev. J. 
Moreland. 

Builer County, Pa. Dec, 2.—YVesterday, the fe- 
males of this place and yicinity have formed a 
cent society, ausfiary to the Western Missionary 
Society. Between 40 and 30 females, of different 
ages from 12 to 60 years, signed the constitution. 
Mrs. Mary Neyman wag chosen president; Mrs. 
Sarah Graham, treasurer; Mrs. Jane Potts, Mrs. 
Rachel Scott, Miss Eliza. Wright, Miss Mary Col- 
lins, Miss Mary Sumny, and Miss Rebecca Thorn, 
conunittee, to collect monies, procure subscribers, 
and solicit donations.—A similar society, consist- 
ing of about 18 members, was formed more than 
two weeks ago in Concord, a small congregation 
in connexion with this. 

St. Charles, Missouri Ter, Oct, 28.—The coun- 
try here is new 5 little can at present be done for 
the” promouion Gf religions institutions. Multi- 
tudes, when presented with the holy Bible, are not 
able to read its sacred pages. A letter from a gen- 
tlemman in Virginia to his friend in the east [pub- 
lished in the W. Recorder of Sept. 25th,] enume- 
rates counties that are destitute of the Gospel: 
but we may mention states or territories. ‘There 
is not, to wy kuowledge, aregularly educated, pi- 
ous clergyman in the tilinois. There are four in 
this Territory, the population of which may be 
computed at 66,060 souls, and is daily increasing 
by immev-c emigration. Here is a vast field for 
missionary labours, & no clad tidings of labourers 
coming over to help us salute our ears. Alas! 
the dry bones! Lo! they are-very dry. Lord, can 
they live, when there are none to prophesy to them 
in thy name ? 

Guilford County, ™. €. Oct. 8th—The Pres- 
bytery of Orange met on thé last Thurscsy of Sep- 
tember. Duting the session of this judicatory, 
seven sermoius were delivered to an attentive au- 
dience, and the Lord’s supper was administered. 
The preaching was truly evangelical, and the oc- 
casion very solemn. ‘The Presbytery licensed one 
young man to preach the Gospel, and I believe 
took two more under their care as candidates.— 
The annual meeting of she Greensborough Bible 
Society was held on the Ist instant. Lhe greatest 
harmony prevailed among the members, who are 
of different denominations. Last year, our means 
were very small; but, thanks to the great Head of 
the church, we are fast gaining ground. A goodly 
number hive come forward, entered thew names 
as subscribers, and paid theironey, In our fee- 
ble beginning, we had to encounter the hostility 
of infidels, the ridicule of scorners, and, what was 
more painful and discouraging, the cold indiffer- 
ence of professing Christians. Infidelity, I trast, 
in this part of the country is put fo ete nal silence ; 
bigotry and old prejudice are hanging down their 
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vice and immorality are beginning fo 
sculk into corners... ‘Though we have no special 
revival of religion ; yet the signs of the ‘times are 
truly auspicious. Almost all ranks of people ap- 
pear anxious for the preaching of the Gospel, and 
the education of youth. An academy is established: 
at Greesdbbroush, with thirty trustees, who have 
subscribed for the benefit of the institution 600 
annually for three years. ‘They are about employ- 
ing a young clergyman from New Jersey as prin- 
cipal, and it is expected that the business of in- 
struction will shortly commence. At the Jast ses- 
sion of our legislature, a committee was appointed 
to draft a plan for securing the education of all 
the children in the state, and report at the next 
meeting.—On observing the signs of the times in 
general, f conclude that the glorious period is ep- 
proaching when the kingdoms of this world shall 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his ’ 
Christ. 


“OHIO BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The Fifth Annual Meeting of the Ohio Bible 
Society was held at Zanesville on the 3d day of 
September, 1817, when the following resolutions 
were adopted : 

“Resolved unanimously, that the Ohio Bible So- 
ciety become, and is hereby declared to be auxili- 
ary to the merican Bible Society, on the terms 
offered by the constitution of said Society. 

“ Resolved, that the sum of 400 of the funds 
in the hands of the treasurer, or subject to his or- 
der, be granted to the American Bible Society. 

« Resolved, that it be, and it is hereby recom- 
mended to the inhabitants of the several counties 
within the bounds of this Society, to form one or 
more.auxiliary societies in each, in aid of the Ohio 
Bible Society.” - 

At the said meeting, the Trustees reported, that 
tmmediately after their appointment, they assem- 
bled, made such a report of the state of the Society 
as the documents then in their possession would 
authorize—ordered a distribution of the Bibles 
then expected, and adopted measures for the 
increase of the funds.—The Bibles, expected, ar- 
rived according to the anticipations of the Board, 
with the exception of a variation in regard tu some 
German Bibles, which were not received. A num- 
ber of agents were appointed, to distribute Bibles, 
and collect monies for the increase of the funds. 
From some of these no reports have been received 
by the Trustees ; but others have made very sa- 
tisfactory and encouraging reports—By the ‘Trea- 
surer’s report it appears, that the balance in fa- 
vour of the Society at the 4th annual meeting 
was 8 50 79 
That there were reccived last year 612 55% 
Expended in the same period 9) 02 
Balance in the treasury 663 544 
Of this sum $455 55 have been received as a do- 
nation from the British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety. In addition to the sums above noticed, 840 
have been forwarded by the Granville Auxiliany 
Bible Society, which, with some other collections, 
make the pmount at the disposal of -the Society 
upwards of g700. Zanesville, Marietta, and some 
other places, have been distinguished by the liber- 
ality of their contributions. ‘The funds of the So- 
ciety, though considerable, are deemed inadequate 
to their objects. “Until Bibles are found im eve- 
ry house—until every family can read in the book 
of the Lord—the Society feel themselves bound to 
persevere.” 

The Officers of the Society for the current year 
are, Rev. John Wright, President ; Rev. James 
Culbertson and Deac. Wm. Putnam, Vice Presi- 
dents; Rev. Saml. P. Robbins, Cor. Secretary ; 
Edwin Putnam, Rec. Secretary ; Gen. I. Vatihorne, 
Rev, ‘imothy Harris, Rev. 3. p. Robbins; Deac. W. 
2. Putnam, Rev. 7. D. Baird, Rev. T. Moore, Revs 
J. Culbertson, and Wyllis Silliman, Esq. Trustees, 





Communicated for the Weekly Recorder. 


WIEMUIR OF MISS POLLY HENDERSON. 


Miss Potty Henversox, the subject of this me- 
moir, was the daughter of Mr. Alexander Hender- 
son, of Garrard county, Kentucky. She was born 
July 8, 1799. Frow her infancy she possessed a 
mild and agreeable disposition. She was remark- 
ably snbinissive and obedient to her parents, kind 
and affectivnate to all her brothers and sisters, 
moral in her deportment, and extremely anxious 
that the strictest regard should be paid to the 
Sabbath. 

In July, 1815, she was visited with disease, 
which at first appeared to be an ordinary cold ac- 
companied with some fever. Physicians were em- 
ployed, who gave her such medicine as they deem- 
ed vecessary. But her disease was not removed, 
In the winter of 1816, there appeared symptoms 
of dropsy in the breast. Medicines were copious- 
ly administered ; but her indisposition continued 
hioush the spring, summer, and autumn of that 
year. Her friends were rate yg! anxious for the 
restoration of her health, and for that end fre- 
quently insisted on her to take medicine which 
she was not inclined to take; but so mild and 
obliging was her disposition, that she could not 
withstand their entreaties. She therefore com- 

lied with every prescription of her physicians, 
until April, 1817—about one year and nine months 
from the commencement of her illness—during 
Which time she manifested great patience, and 
was scarcely ever heard to utter a complaint of 
affliction. 

At the end of the period now mentioned, a sud- 
dep change took place in the state of her health. 
Her physician, being called, examined the symp- 
toms of her complaint.. Her mother took him 
aside, to ask his opinion. When she returne:i to 
the room, Polly, with a serene countenance and 
much composure of mind, inquired what the doc- 
tor said. Her mother, with a sorrowful heart, re- 
plied, “ The doctor has no hope of curing you, my 
dear child.” “1 expected so,” said Polly, “and I 
have no hope myself. I think it strange that my 
friends have entertained such sanguine hopes of 
my recovery, when they consider now long L have 
been afflicted.” 

She frequently talked about futurity, and ap- 
peared to be earnestly engaged about the salvation 
of her soul; aud when asked how she was, often 
answered, that she was sensible of no pen pain, 
but felt a distress of mind occasioned by the fear 
that she might be mistaken in her hopes of future 
happiness. While in this situation, she observed 
ove evening to her mother, that she did not like 
tu be interrupted with the company of some young 
females who came to sit with her. “I have my 
thoughts otherwise engaged,” said she, “and wish 

o spend the night in prayer to God.” Next morn- 
ing she said, “1 feel quite comfortable, and hope 
the Lord has wrought a great change in my heart.” 
From this time forward, she not only appeared 
willing to die, but longed for the time when she 
should leave this world. Conversing with one of 
Ler brothers about her death, she said that she had 
no desire to remain here ye louger—that there 
“Was nothing in this world calculated to make her 
happy. Her brother was so distressed with the 
thoughts of parting wiih a sister whom he tender- 
ly loved, that he could not for some time utter a 
word. She then, with much calmness, and with- 
out the least sign of distress, said tu him, “ Why 
do vou thusgrieve for me, my dear brother Th's 
world is not our home—our abiding place. Those, 
whe live here the greatest length of time, will be 
gone in a few days.” Her brother, after his dis- 
tress had in some measure abated, said to her, “1 
know, my dear sister, there is nothing in this 
world calculated to make us happy—that its 
greatest pleasures and enjoyments are neither 
solid nor Jasting, and we should not place our af- 
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fections on them; but E have most sincerely de- 
sired that your health shoald be restored ; not that 
you might pursue the pleasures and amusements 
which entertain and delight the vain and thought- 
less ; but that L might enjoy the pleasure of your 
company, and you might be an example of pru- 
dence vil pietvyamong your fricuds and acquaint- 
ances.” ‘To which she replied, “I know, my dear 
brother, that you have been sincerely anxious for 
my recovery, and all the family have done every 
thing in their power to helpme. Butit has been 
the will of the Lord to afflict me, and I believe it 
has been for my good. The Lord has been kind 
to me; aud, in all my sickness, he has never af- 
flicted me more than | was able tobear. He some- 
times afilicts us for wise and gracious purposes.” 

She continued between two and three montis 
without any perceivable alteration, except that 
she grew aaaber, She was confined te lie alto- 
gether on one side, uitt! some of the bones ap- 
peared through the skin; in consequence of which 
it was frequently necessary to set her on a chair, 
With something before her on which she might rest 
her head, One day, her brother having set her on 
achair, she requested that he should sit by her 
side. When he drew near, she said, “1 want to 
talk with you—to talk about religion. [fear f 
am not sufliciently mindful of the one thing need- 
ful. 1 try to be engaged ; but am frequeutly in- 
terrupted by company, and by other things. But 
our Saviour has promised to save all who put their 
trustin him. I think I trust in him and in no 
other, and hope he wilksave me. O, if my Saviour 
will graciously receive me with ‘Come, thou bless. 
ed of my Father,’ how happy shall I be for ever ! 
L have sometimes felt fears of being deceived, and 
have doubted whether my hopes were well found- 
ed. But 1 now feel entirely resigned to the will 
of the Lord. I have heard people speak of death 
asa dreadful or frightful thing; bat it does not 
appear so tome, I long for the time to come 
when I shall bid adieu to this world. A few days 
ago, [ hoped the time of my departure was at hand. 
I then had but little appetite, and ate very little ; 
but now my appetite is returning, and I may be 
here a long time yet. I trust, however, the Lord 
will give me patience, and be with me in the try- 
ing hour; for he has promised that he will never 
leave me, nor forseke me.” 

In the morning of the Ist of September, a little 
before the dawn of day, she requested her brother 
and sister, who were attending her, to call up one 
of her brothers, who was in the adjointcg room ; 
but said they need not yet disturb the rest of the 
family. Her aged, tender, and distressed mother, 
her aftectionate sister, and all her brothers, assem- 
bled round her bed. She then addressed them in 
the following terms :—* My dearest friends, I 
think it probable, that I shall be with you but a 
short time, and I desire-to have some conversation 
with you before f leave you. IT thank you for all 
the kind attention which you have paid to me in 
ail my sickness; and i want you all to prepare to 
meet me in heaven. [hope to go to heaven, and 
belicve my Saviour will take ne into his arms. [ 
am younger than any of you, and not well quali- 
fied to instruct or advise you: but I felt a desire 
to talk with you; and | hope you have already 
begun to prepare for heaven.” 

After a short pause, sje asked one of her bro- 
thers, if he saw any signs of death. He replied, 
that he thought he did. She inquired particularly 
what the signs were; and then auswered, she was 
afraid he was mistaken. <A short time after, she 
had all the family called to her bed side; and vo- 
luntarily, without shedding a tear, with the utmost 
composure of mind, and a serene, lovely counte- 
nance, she gave her hand to each separately, and 
bade them atl farewell ; making such remarks and 
obgervations to each ene as she deemed proper, 
and such as were well suited to tie affecting and 
svle:nn occasion, The family et this time, from 












the oldes 
grief at a hemes ae one werwhelne wit 
e - Parting with; 
who was so deserve tly dear to them all — 
amidst all the grief and distress of the fa Hy 
she remained calin and compesed, and said uly 
weeping friends, “The Lord has Waited o 
be gracious to me, and-has shewn to ou ne 
he is able to do: yes, he has been kind ay ha 
to me.” and p04 
After this, she spoke but a few words. but 
mained perfectly sensible until about 1] wc H 
at which time, without a struggle—without a 
removing her hend, which she had placed coal 
her cheek—she breathed her last > and her a 
tified spirit ascended to her Redeemer, to a 
with him eternally in the abodes of glory, 7 
died on the ist day of September of the | iteel 
year, being a little over eighteen years ” 
Agreeabiy to her request, a funeral diseoun 
on the occasion of her death, was delivered ; 
the fourth Sabbath of September, by the Re 
Tuomas CLetanp, in Paint Lick Meeting hous 
to a large, attentive, and affectionate audience, 





/YDIALOGUE fe 
BETWERN HEART AND CONSCIENCE, 


Conse. O come, my heart, regard my voice; 
Come, take an evening walk with me: 
But whither shall we bend our course} 
To Calv’ry or Gethsemane ? 

Heart. Since Calvry is a mountain high, 
The walk would irksome prove to me: 
An eventug sleep would suit my taste 
Far better than Gethsemane. 


Consc. Tie mount would not appear so high, 
Nor walk an irksome tack to thee, 
If fired with love supreme to Titi, 
Who bled and died on Calvary. 

Peart. Vd rather walk the pleasant greea, 
My gay associates to see, 
And taste the pleasures of the world, 
Than climb the mountain Calvary. 


Conse. Companions gay to ruin lead, 
Poor blinded heart, couldst thou but see; 
If e’er thou stand on Canaan’s land, 
Thou must ascend mount Calvary. 
Heart. No pleasure there can I perceive >. 
The read, how gloomy ‘iis to me! 
I dread the liens in the way, 
That lurk around mount Calvary. 
Consc. {t is a peaceful, pleasant way, 
Poor sinful heart, couldst thou but seee 
Argelic guards attead the saints, 
Who ciimb the mountain Caivary. 
Heart. Let me have peace and live at ease; 
The joys of sense are sweet to me. 
When youth is gene, and age comes Om, 
Il} go with thee to Calvary. 
Consc. Youth is the precious day of grace, 
Deluded heart, O couldst thou see! 
When age brings on a load of sin, 
How wilt thou climb mount Calvary 


Heart. Companions gay T cannot leave, 
in bloom of youth, to go with thee: 
I’m in my prime—have ainple tine 
To climb the mvuntain Calvary. 


Conse. Hark ! hark! attend a dolefvt sound 
A warning voice address’ to thee 5 


A gay companion dead—entomb’d, 
Who would not climb mount Calvary: 


Heart. O Conscience, how thou oie gh 
an’t enjoy sweet peace for : 
How cans thet wh that youth did ¢° 
Tv hell, or endless misery? ; 
Conse. O wretched heart! how dreadful hard - 
Of adamant sure fhou must be: 
‘The eacth can quake, the mourtains * 
Qut awful judgments move not tie ; 
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Alaa Pkaow not what to do—~ 
; Distress and anguish come on me: 
Pve sinn’tl, and fear [am undone 3 
Q! may | flee to Calvary? 
_0 tarry not in all the plain 5 
Delay is dangerous to thee 5 Pe 
Fly—ily to‘ Him, who gave his life 
A sacrifice on Calvary. 
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Extract from Humboldt’s New Spain. 


BRIEF DESURIPTION OF THE CIry OF 
MEXICO, 

Mexico has been very much embellished since 
the resideace of the Abbe Chappe there in 1769. 
The ed-fice destined to the schocl of mines, for 
whieh the richest individuals of the country far- 
nished a sum of more then thee millions of 
franes, would sdoron the principal places of Paris 
or Londos. Two beat palaces [‘otels] were 
laely constructed by Mexican artisis, pugils of 
the Academy of Fine Arts of the eanital. One 
ol these palaces, in the quarter della Transpana, 
exbibits in the interior of the coort a very beau- 
tia! oval perystyle, of coupled columns. The 
traveller jasly admices a vast circumferesce 
paved with porphyry flag, a:.d eaclosed with an 
Wan railing, nichts ornamented with bronze, con 
fwiing wn equesirian statue of King Charles the 
Fourth, pieced on a pedestal of Mexican marble, 
intie midst of the Plaza Major of M -xico, op- 
posite the eathedral aud the vieeruy’s palace. 
However it mast be agreed that notwihstandisg 
the progress of ihe arts within the last thirty 
Years, Wt is much less from the grand -ur and 
beanty of the monuments, than froin the breadth 
and s:raigivuess of the stree’s, and much less 
hom its edifices than from its uniform regularity, 
is extent and position, that the capital of New 
Soain attracts the admiration of Europeans.— 
From a strange concurrence of ciccasiances, I 
have seen successively, within a very shart space 
oftime,at Lima, Mexico, Pailadeipta, Washing. 
ton, Paris, Rome, Nuoles, and the largest cities 
ti Germany. By comparing together impres- 
suis witich follow in rapid succession, we are 
enarled to rectify any wpinion which we say 
have too easily ad opted. N iwithstanding av- 
avoidable cumparisons, of which several, one 
Wound think, uust have proved disadvantageous 
to the cupital of Mexico, it has leit ia mea recol 
‘chan of grandeur which L principally attribute 
to the Majestic character of its situation and the 
barrowading scenery, 

Bess) hothing can present a more rich and 
naan than the valley, when in a fine 
of iia the sky without a cloud, and 
ved teh e¥ J azure which is peculiar to the dry 

wt, wed air of high mountains, we transport 
euincu 'o the top of one of the towers of the 
polienes of Mexico, or ascend the hill of Cha. 
hil. “ Qig we beaut ful vegetation surrounds this 
16 metres [4 * story teunks of more than 15 and 
their naked nee feet } in circumference, raise 

; vhove those of the Sciaus, 


low appearance the weeping wil- 
to : of nd sac Fiom the ceotre of this soli- 
Chepalte amit of the porphyritical rock of 
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‘sin, surrounded by villages and hamlets, brings 


to mind the most beautiful takes of the mountaiss 
of Switzerland. Large aveoues of elms and 
poplars lead ia every direction to the capital; 
and two aqueducis constructed over arches of 
very great c-evalion rross the plaio and exhibit 
20 appearance equally agreenbl« and interesting. 
The magnificent convent of Nuestra Senora de 
Guada!ouse appears joined to the mountains of 
Tepeyacac, among cavines, which shelter a few 
date yaccatrees. TPowaids the south, the whele 
tract between Sun Angel, ‘Tacabaya, and San 
Augustin de las Ouevas, appears en immense 
garden oforanye, peach, apple, cherry, and other 
European fruit wees. ‘This beautiful cultivation 
forms a singular contrast with the wild eppear- 
ance of the caked mountains which enclose the 
valley, among which the famous volcanoes of La 
Puebla, Popocatepetl, and Iztacethuatl, are the 
most distinguished.— The first of these forms aa 
enormous cone, of which the crater, continually 
inflamed and throwing up smoke and ashes, 
opens in the midst of eternal snows. 





[Selected for the Catskill Recorder from 
the London Monthly Magazine | 

The graud desideratom of rendering sca wa- 
ter potable, seems at lengih to be attained by 
simple distiliation, The French chemists have 
been unable to discover, ia distilled sea water, 
any particle of sult or soda in any form ; and, it 
i= ascertained, that one cask of coals will serve to 
distil six casks of water. A vesse! going on a 
voyage of discovery by order of the Frenca go 
vernmeat, commanded by M. Freycinet, will 
ouly take fresh water for the first fortnight ; but, 
instead thereof, coals, which will be but one sixth 
of the tonnage ; disttlied sea waier being per- 
fectly as goud as fresh water that has been a fort- 
night on board. 

Artificial Ears.—Iin the Leadon Medical 
and Physical Jauraat, we observed it mentioned, 
that Mr. Curtis, Surgeon, of Suvho Sqaare, 
Acrist to the Prisce Regent, has introduced into 
this couoiry, from Fyacce, a valaable improve- 
meat—arificial cars furdeaf persons. By be- 
ing closely adapted to the ear, they inereave the 
éilieciions of sound; but, besides the collection 
of souads, there is an additional force waoted 
to transmit itthrough the passage. Lo ths re- 
spect, the French inveation being deficient, a 
small tape, which isaded, by contracting the 
passage, occasions the suund to enter with great- 
er force. Tae form of thisingenious conyvivance 
is particularly convenient ; being applied over 
the natural ears, which the artificial sues are 
made to resemble. 

Rhcumatism—Light infasions of ginger alone, 
taken twice or three times a day, have been found 
very cflicacisus by the Fvench surgeons in cheu- 
matic affections. The pains are readered at 
first more excruciating—thea follows copious 
perspiration and relief. 





Singular Case—QOn Saturday last, as Mr. 
Mil'er, jus. of Westwell, was going from that 
piace to Stadlehurst, he was attacked in the car 
by a blow fly, which causing irritation he rushed 
it inthe cavity. Qa the following day he was 
seized with paios iu (be head, which continued 
without intermission, producing almost distrac 
tion uatil Monday morning, whea in the height 
of agony, a friend advised the pouring of spirits 
of Geneva iuto the car, which was done, asd, to 
the astonish nent of the spectators, 40 large mag- 
guts exuded from the ear where they had beea 

geaprates curit ¢ {he wo days. 


WAR. 


The following passage, which relates to the re- 
treat of the French army from Moscow, is ex- 
tracted from the “ sketches of Russia,” just pub- 
lished by Sir Robert Wilson, 

* Inthe Hospitals of Witna there were above 
17,000 dead und dying, frozen and freexice 
The bodies of the former, broken up, served to 
siop the cavitics in the windows, floore o.0 
walls ; but in one of the corriders of the Great 
Convent, above 1500 bodies-were piled up trans- 
versely,as pigs of lead or iron. When chose 
were finally removed oa sledges to be boried, 
the most extraordinary figovres were presented 
by the variety of their attteces, for nove seemed 
to have been broken in a composed state ; each 
was fixed in the last action of his life, in the hase 
direction given to his limbs ; even the eves retain. 
ed the last expression, either of anger, pain or 
entrealy. 

“Inthe roads men were collected round the 
burning ruins of the cottages, which a mad spirit 
of destruction had fired, picking and ezting the 
burnt bodies uftheir fellow-men : while thousands 
ofhorses were moanisg ing aony, W ith their flesh 
maagied and hacked, to satisfy "the cravings of a 
hunger that knew oo pity. In many of the 
sheds, men, scarcely alive, had heaped apon ther 
frezen bodies huavan careases, which festering by 
the commauication of animal heat, had ming':d 
the dying and the dead ia one mass of f utrcfi- 
cation.” 


MELANCHOLY CALCULATIONS. 


Wars have in ali ages beea a dreadiol sconrge 
to mank:nd. But history exhibits none so sau 
guinary and destructive as those engendered by 
the ever to be deplored French res alativn, parti. 
cularly those waged by Bonaparte after his ucces- 
sion te tee supreme authority. 

A French writer of eminence calculated the 
destruction of men in these wars as follows :— 


1. The war of St. Domingo, 1801, 





Soldiers and Sailors, 60,000 
Wiites of the Island, 50,000 
Negroes, 50,000 

- 160,000 


2. The war with England, from 1802 to 





1814, 200,000 
3. The invasion of Egypt, 60,000 
4. The winter campaign of 1805-6, 150,000 

5. ‘The caripaign of Calabria, from 1805 
to 1807, 500,000 

6. The war of the North, from 1806 to 
1807, $00,000 

7. The war of Spain, from 1807 to 1815, 

(French and Allies, English, Spa- 
niards and Portuguese,) 2,100,008 

8. The war of Germany and Poland, in 
1809, $00,000 

9. The campaign of 1812, 

French and Allies, #00,000 

Russians, $00,000 

- Poles, &c. 200,000 
1,000,008 


10. The campaign of 1318, 450,000 
Making atotal of upwards of Five MILL) NS 
of the human race ! Montreal Lievald. 





EMPEROR OF RUSSIA. 
From the New- York Duily Advertiser, 


A letter from the em; ero: A:exander to the 
secretary of the Peace Sucicty of Massachusetts, 
has been published in most of the news papers of 
this country, and bas deabdtless wfforded muck 
satisfaction to those who have observed the dis- 
posiiions manifested fy this disungutshed sove- 
teiga in relation to We subject of peace as conned. 





ed with the precepts of the Gospel. In addition 
to the evidence which that letter furnishes of the 
pacific sentiments of the emperor, and of his 
Christian condescension, it may not be uninter- 
esting to the public to learn, that a letter of the 
same import, has been received by a few irdivi 
duals in this city, of the Society of Friends ; 
who not knowing what the Peace Society of Mas- 
sachusetts. had done, took the liberty ‘of transmit- 
ting to St. Petersburgh a volome of essays, in 
which the nature, the tendency, and the policy of 
war. are discussed with unusual clearness and 
force, The following is a copy of the answer, 
received a few weeks since. 


Gentiemen,— Receive my thanks for the vol 
ume of Essays on Peace, and for the exoressions 
of Christian regard, contained in your letter ac- 
companying it. ‘Whe efforts which you, aod 
other individuals and societies in North Amer. 
ica,are now making to promote love and peace 
among men, are werthy ofthe imitation of every 
well wisher to the peace Aud happiness of the 
world; and in these labou-s of charity, T wish 
you every possible success.— Being well ac- 
quainted with the diversified misery and wick- 
edness, which War spreads among mankind, [ 
shall account it a great happiness, to be istru- 
mental, in any degree, 10 preserving that peace 
munterrupted, with which -it has pleased the 
Divine Being to bless the ‘nations of Eu 
rope. ALEXANDER. 

St Petersburgh, the 4th of July; 1817. 


To Messrs. HHA HHH one HHO HERD RHE 





“SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Extracts from the Report of the Union Com 
mitee of the Sabbath Schools-in the three 
Baptist Societiesin Boston. 


The length of this Ry port deprives us of the plea 
sure of giving it entire. The principa! facts 
it contains are to be found in the following pa- 
ragraphs. Its arguments in defence of ihe Sab 
bath School system are stated with a perspicul 
ty that adds to their weight~—ard urged with 
an energy that we hope will not Se lost oo the 
public. Boston Recorder. 


It was in June 1816, that the females of the 
Third Baptist Charch and Congregation, sormed 
the first Sanday School iu this town, Since 
that time they haveadmitted 157 children ; rising 
of GO of whom, constitute their present school. 

in the-month of July their example was fol- 

lowed by the females of the Second Church and 
Ceongreyation, who have received in whole 153 ; 
about 60 of the number remain at the present 
Lintie, ' ' 
The females of the First Church and Congre 
gation instituted their School the August follow- 
ing, and have received 87 ; of whom 75 remain ; 
making the eggregate number ef females admit. 
ted into the three schools, S77 ; of whom rising 
o! 200, continue to the preseut ime, 

The first Sunday Schoo! for the instruction of 
Indigent Boys and male adults, commenced in 
the Third Church and Congregation in July, 
4816, and closed in November followirg. It 
was opened on the first Sabbath in April of the 
present year with sucut 100 boys ; 70 of whom 
have eontigued ia the school during the sammer 

wast. 

; Op the first of Sept. 1816,a Sunday School, for 
the instruction of indigent wale children was 
farmed inthe Fst Church and Congregation, 
which comisucd till April last, when a schyol 
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having been proposed by the males of the Secon 
Church and Society, a new constitution was a- 
dopted in each of the schools, and further exer- 
tions made, The whole number of boys admit- 
ted into the school ofthe First Church and Con- 
gregalion, is upwards of 100, _ The present num. 
ber is 70. The male sehool of the Second 
Church and Congregation commenced in April 
last with 60 boys ; it.has now increased ta 76. 

F: ain this brief suryey of the schools. it appears 
that since the first of June, 1816, 643 children 
have been received tnto the schools of these three 
Baptist Societies ; besides which.a large number 
of coloured children have been united in a school 
inthe African Society at West Boston, and up- 
wards of 500 in schools of other denominations. 

It would be pleasing to give a detail of the 
progress of each of these schools, from the com. 
mencement, but we must he satisfied with a sur- 
vey of six months that have elapsed since the U- 
pion Committee was instituted, Even of this 
peciod we are permitted te give only a general 
statement of the most prominent facts. 

Of the children belonging to these schools, 
some have pious parents, who feel tenderly and 
anxiously for their welfare, but who are unable 
with all their labeur and economy to furnish 
them with food and decent clothing, and pay the 
expense of their tuition at the same time. The 
children of such pareats may be.essentially bene- 
fited by the instruction they receive in these 
schools, 

A portion of them are accustomed to attend 
either the public or private schools in town du 
ring the week, but would be soffered to grow up 
with little or no religious instruction, were they 
not admitted igto the Sunday Schools ; and it is 
presumed that not one half of the whole namber 
would regularly attend public worship, were 
they not conducted to the house of God by their 
teachers. 

Bat a large number of these children are such 
as receive bat litle or no instraction except what 
is' imparted in-these sehools, 

In many instances however, their parriuts are 
happy to see the exertions thet are made in theie 
behalf, and some of them have repestedly ex- 
pressed their gratituile for the benefits conierred 
on thew families by these institations. 

Ot the improvement of the chiidren, there are 
many pleasing testimonies. It is difficult to dis- 
criminate, where (here are so many that have 
merited commendation 

izzcly one half of them are now able to read 
in the Bible ; some with more, and others with 
less accuracy and readiness ; and of these, many 
were unable to read except-in spellings, when 
entered the schools. About 150 of these child: en 
of from 6 to 15 years of age, have been taught the 
letters of the alphabet; some of whom. would 
probably bave remained in ignorance all their 
days. Some bave advanced from the alphabet 
to words of one or two syllables ; a !arge num- 
ber from words of one or twe syliables to reading 
in the lessons; and a few from the alphabet to 
read ng io the Testament. Maoy instances 
might be mentioned, would the limits of this re- 
port ad:nit, of remarkable improvement in a 
short time. We hope. the teachers, by whom 
they are particularly known, wiil not fail to ex- 
press to them our satisisction, and make such a 
representation as will enable t!e Union Cum- 
miitee to confer a suitable reward. 

Besides acquiring the rudiments of spelling 
and roading, most of the children have been 
taught the catechism, containing the doctrines and 
duties of the Christian religion, Many of them 
have committed the minor, and some the miyrr 


and 4 considerable. 
chisms. . | 
All their instructions are calculated to impres 

their minds with a deep sense of more| obliga 4 
and accountability. They are taught.to regard 
with delight the return of the day set apart to re. 
ligious worship, and to cherish in their breast g 
prasane reverence for the word of God. The 
argest half ofthe children have been in the habit 
of. reciting portions of the Scripturés, on cach 
Sabbath day. Some have committed to memo. 
ry several chapters, and others many verses of 
the Bible. The facility with which many of 
them have committed hymns and portions of the 
Bible, has been marked with astonishment 4 
their teachers. Nearty all of them can repeat the 
Lord’s prayer correctly. 

~ Can any one doubt whether good will resni 
from these schools ? Can any one presure to 
say that it is of no advantage to have the minds of 
children early imbued wiih religious sentiments 
and their memories stored with Scriptare pre. 
cepts ? Is it no advantage to have them taught ta 
love and fear God, to reverence his name, to de. 
light in his testimonies ? Is it no advantage to 
have them acquainted with that Saviour whe took 
not upon him the nature of angels but the seed of 
Abraham, and who said, ‘‘soffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 


pert of the. Major tale, 


-is the kingdom. of beaveti?” Alas! how many 


children fur want of proper. instruction, are ac. 
customed to take the name of the Lord in vain, 
and treat the Saviour and all religious people 
with vidicule 2nd contemy! t How many chi. 
dren for want of proper iostruction in early life, 
have grown up in ignorance of God, of Jesus 

Christ, and of the Bible, and have planged them. 

selves and perhaus their frteads into ruin by, the 

unrestrained indulgence of their auballowed pro- 
pensities |, 
-_ . — 

[The following account of the Suintay School 
for chilcren of colour. is furnished by the 
Rev. Tuomas Pauu, Pastor of ihe Afri 
can Church, Belknap street | 
Ap attempt was made to-estavl'sh a Sandy 

school for children of colour in the African Me 

ing-heuse“n Belknap street in the month of No- 

vernber, 1816 
The greate-t difficulty at first arose from the 

want of suitable persons who would condescend 

to attend with and instruct the children. But ‘he 


- Lord, who has all hearts in his hands, soon re- 


moved the difticulty. Two ladies of respectab'li 
ty,one from England and the other of this town, 
voluntarily offered their services, to unite with 4 
wottby young gentleman in this self denying |s- 
hour. Al first the number of children was about 
20, from that, it gradually increased to 30 and 
50, and on some days as many as 80 have at- 
tended. : 

A nomber of them knew not a letter in the #!- 
phabet when they entered the school ; the rest 
could read but a little. ‘The improvement they 
have made-.exceeds our most sanguine expe at 
tions. The alteration already visible in th ae 
of the town where they reside, cannot fa 98! 
great satisfaction to the public. ! 

Instead of being in the streets #he whole oat 
Sabbath, biaspheming the name of God. fight 
pitebing cents, &e, the children are In scene - 
the cinging of the first bell, and such ts the seo 
ty of some of them to altend, that if their pat * 
are late about their breakfast, they will 60 an 
out it-rathe® than not be in season ; and i 4 J 


EE 


‘ \ 0 
thing prevents them. from attending, they a 


frend. 
us though they had Tost some deat friend 
great is the, sileoce and regularity which (he 
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a? tate ad e means of intredacing on the 
school f “ et a who have been accustomed 
ener nea the African Meeting-house during 
to par ‘. of instraction and Divine worship, could 
the oe peliave they were in the same streets. 
ay Si is the improvement of some of the chil 
ite they can read the Bible with accuracy, 
fe ome of them have com auitted whole chap- 
eh to memory ard arc capable of repeating them 
ee the Bible without missing a word. Many 
td them have committed the whole of the cate- 
nism, thet morning and evening prayers, and a 
number of HYMNS, suited to their infant minds, 
and the tunes annexed to them ; and are.able to 
sing (hem with so much accuracy that their pa- 
rents and hundreds of adatis who have called at 
different times, could not reirain from weeping 
when they heard them sing. ; ; se 
{ustances have been Known tn Ww hich some of 
ihese children, when ministers have called to 
visit their sick parents who were unable to read, 
hive been found sitiing by their bed side reading 
the blessed Bible, and both of them intears. We 
have reason to believe ihat the seed thas sown 
will he productive of fruit ai.:o eternal life, and 
that ont of the mouths of babes and suckiings 


God will ordain praise. 





“ Census of Bombay. 

Census of the istand of Bormbay Oolaba, taken 
ip 1816.—Hindoos. 403 786— Mahometens, 
97 $11— Parsees. 18,155— Native Christians, 
11,454—Jews, 781— Houses. 20.786. - 

The above statement Heither includes tempo 
rary sojourners, visitors, nor the Fvropean and 
native troops, nor the British subjects on the as. 
had. The sumber of persous who periodically 
visit the Presidency, forthe ourpose of sreffic 
may vary, probably, from GO to 70,000 aanu- 
ally. The present census shews ao werease af 
no less tian 450 houses on the island since the ea- 
umeration, by the assessors, a few yeers ago. 

Palladiums 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
ee OE 
IMPORTANT FROM FRANCE, 
Puinapetpnia, Dec. 5. 
It is stated in the late accounts from France, 
tat when the resignation of the Duc de Feltre 
was made known to the Duke of Wellington, he 
protested against the measure, and threatened 
that, if accepted, it v yuld be considered as a mea- 
sure of hostility against England. ‘The French 
himstry replied, that, as Frenchmen, undeterred 
by menaces, they would pursue such measures as 
tite interests of France dictated, and that the re- 
“ighation of the Duc de Feltre. would be received 
the hext morning, and that Gouvion St. Cyr would 
be appointed in his place. 
The ministry have also recommended to the 
thee the adoption of the Trt coLOURED FLAG, as 
ie national flag, a complete act of amnesty to be 
pret do the emigrants to be permiited to re- 
mG he old veterans are also to be recalled to 
be vib in the room of those men who have 
: hen in their stations. — 
Public oping aig ig 24 indications of the state of 
2ecordance in France, and they are in entire 
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which have pe Ag recent and authentic advices 
~« Cc e€ . . ° 
hone to be abl 13 from thatcountry. We 


¢ to lay before our readers some fur- 
rs of these teresting occurrences. 
Dem. Press. 


INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
- Miliedgeviile, Nov. 25. 
aines, arti his coatempiated 
the Florida Ludiaus, nothing 


ler particula 
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has been heard since ourlast. The drafted mil- 
itia from this state destined to co-operate in the 
enterprize, will rendezvous at Fort Hawkins on 
Monday next, aad be marched from thence with. 
out delay. Gen. Thomas Glascock has been 
uppointed by the Governor to command 
them. ake 
A further requisition of five hundred men, 
(to be detailed trom Gen, Floyd’s Division in 
the lower part ef the state) and held in readiness 
for active service, bas just been made on our 
Executive by the general Government. Whe- 
ther this additional force, for the immediate or- 
ganization of which orders have been given, is 
intended to ev-operate with General Gaines, in 
chastising the neighbouring hostile Indians, or to 
aid in the accomplishment of some ulterior ob- 
jecs, of deep interest to Georgia, subsequent 
events will probably soon determine. 
Journal. 
We understand that Cuartes Buurincna, 
of Massachusetts, is appointed Architect of the 
Capitol of the United States. N. Intel. 


Joann Branca (at the time Speaker of the 
Senate) has been elected Governor of the state 
of North Carolina, for the ensuing year. 


By 2 recent decision of the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee, the seatof Government of that state Is to 
be removed from Knoxville to Murfreesborough. 


OHIO LEGISLATURE. 

Many petitions have been ‘presented for sev 
counties: among which is one to establish a coun. 
ty, by setiing off partsof Ross and Athens, mak- 
ing Aletphia tha seat of jastic& Lt is expected, 
that the Bank of Canton,the Parmers & Mecha 
nies Bank o° Steubenvilie, and the the Commer. 
cial Bank of Ohio, will receive charters. 


CONGRESS. 


In Senate, Dec. 3 —Mr. Barbour, from the 
commitice appainied on that subject, reported a 
resolution for the adarission of the State of Mis- 
sissippi into the Union ; which was read three 
several times, passed, and sent to the other house 
for concurreri¢e.— Dec 4. A letter was received 
from David Holmes, Governor of the State of 
Mssissippi, eaclosing tae consiitation of that state. 

Dec. 8 —The President of the Senate com. 
Muuicated the annual ceport of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, which was-read.— Mr. Sanford 
subdmiited ihe following moticn for consideration : 
Resolved, that the committee of finance inqa're 
what alterations or amendments may be requizhke 
in the present system of collecting the duties 
charged on the value of merchandise imported 
into the U. States; and what other legal provi- 
sions are necessary to secure the equal and cer- 
tain colleciion of those duties. ) 


In the H. of Representatives, Dec. 3.—The 
Speaker laid before the house a letter from Joha 
Gardaer, chief clerk in the land office, accompa- 
nied by two copies of a map of the bounty land 
in the [llinois Territory, engraved for the ase of 
the soldiers of the late army. 

la a committee of the whole house, Mr. ‘Tay. 
lor moved a series of resolutions, embracing the 
following refererices of various parts of the Pre- 
sideat’s message: Resolved, That so much of 
the message as relaies to foreign affairs, and to 
our commercial intercsurse with British Coloni- 
al Ports, be referred to a select committee: That 
so much as relates to military affairs—to an im. 
provement in the organization and discipline of 
the militia—to naval affsirs—to the improve 
ment of the Iadian tribes io the aris of civilized 








life—to roads, candis, and seminaries of learning 
—'othe illicit introduct:on of slaves fiom Amelia 
Isiand ints the U, States—to the public buildings 
—to the surviving officers and soldiers of the re- 
volutionary army ; be severally reterred to seiect 
committees; That so much as relates to manu- 
factures be referred to the committee of commerce 
and manufactures ; so much as relates to the reve. 
nue and the repeal of the internal taxes, to the 
committee of ways and means ; so much as re. 
lates to purchases of [acian lands, to the co:nmit- 
tee on public lands.— The first reso'ation being 
read for consideration, Mc. Clay moved to amend 
it by adding, ‘And that said committee be in. 
structed to inquire whether any, and ifany, what 
provisions of law are neevssary, to ensure to ibe 
Americano colonies of Spain a just observance of 
the duties incident to the neutral relations in 
which the U. Siates stand, in the existing war be. 
ween themand Spain.’ Agreed to qnaaimously. 
Dec. 4.—A number of cominitiecs were ap- ° 
pointed. A nu.nber of petitions were preseoted, 
and referred.—Oun motion of Mr. Comstock, 
Resolved, that the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to inguire into the expediency of 
making provision by law for the commutation io- 
to mouey of the military bounty lands grasted by 
Congress —The Speaker laid be‘ore the house 
the constitution sdupted jor thenew Siate oi Mis- 
sissippi, ‘Phe resolution for the ad mission of this 
Siste into the Union was received from the Se- 
nate, twice read, and referred to a commitice of 
the whole.—A resolution for appointing chap. 
lains, and one for appointiag a library comnmitiec, 
were recvived from the Senate, and concarred in. 
Dee 5 —Mr. Robertson, of Lou. offered the 
followiag resviution: Resolved, that the Presi 
deat of the U. States be requested to lay before 
the house such tofermation as he may possess 
and think proper to com nunicate, relative to the 
independence atd political condition of the provin- 
ces of Spanish America. ‘This resolution being 
a little modified, passed, and a committee wus 
appointed to wait on the Presideot with it —Oa 
motion of Mc. Seybert, Resolved, that a eum- 
mittce be appointed to lnqui'e tanto the expedien- 
cy of revising and amending certain acts concerit- 
ing the mint establishment of the U. S. and have 
leave to report by bill.— Mr, Allison was eleeicd 
chaplain to the house. —"Pre Spealer laid before 
the house a letier from the Secretary of the ‘Trea- 
sury acconpanied by printed copies fur the ase 
of the hduse, of a statement of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of goverament for the year 1816. 
Dec. 8 —My. Johuson, of Ky. reporied 4 bill 
authorizing a commatation ui soldiers’ bounty 
lands, which provides that they may commute 
their Jand patents or claims for money, atthe rate 
of 1 40 per acre, to be paid in four anaual in- 
stalments, by the pension agents in the several 
States: read, and committed. —M>. Rhea mov- 
ed, that the President be requested to lay before 
the house any information he may possess, and 
think proper to communicate, cclative to the pro- 
ceedings of certain persons, who took possession 
of Amelia Island, at the mvuth of the St. Mary’s 
river, hear Georgia ; and relative to an esiablish- 
ment made at an earlier period, by persons of 
the same description, in the Gulf of Mexico, at 
Galveston, within the limits of the U. States, &e. 
Agreed to, and a committee ordered to wait oa 
the President therewith.— On motion of Me. For- 
syihe, the committee of commerce and manufac- 
tures were instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of making Darien, in Georgia, a port of en- 
try and delivery.— The House agreed to the re- 
solution from the Senate for adqitting the Siate 
of Mississippi into the Uuiog. 4 


? 





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Concluded from page 151. 

A ennsiderable and rapid augmentation in the 
velue of all the public lands, proeeeding from 
these and other obvious causes, may hencefor- 
ward be expected. The diffiulties attending 
early emigrations will be dissipated even in the 
most remote parts. Several new states have 
been admitted into our Union, tothe West and 
South, and territorial guvernments, happily or- 
ganized, established over every other portion in 
which there is vacant land for sale. In termina- 
ting Indian hostilities, as must soon be done, in 
® formidable shape at least, the emigration which 
has hertofore been great will probably increase, 
and the demand for land, and the auginentation 
in its value, be in like proportion, ‘The great 
increase of our population throughout the Union 
will alone produce an important effect, and in no 
quarter will it be so sensibly felt as in those io 
contemplation. The nation should, therefore, de- 
rive the profit proceeding from the continual rise 
in their value. Every encouragement sbould be 
given to emigrants, consistent with a fair com- 
petition between them, but that competition 
should operate in the first sale, to the advan- 
tage of the nation rather than of individuals, 
Great capitalists will derive all the benefit inei- 
dent to their superior wealth, under any mode of 
tale which may be adopted But if, looking 
forward to the rise in value of the public lands, 
they should have opportunity of amassing at a 
low price, vast bodies in their hands the profit 
will accrue to them, and not to the public — They 
would also bave the power, in that degree, to 
controul the emigration and settlement in such a 
manner as their opinon of their respestive inte- 
rests might dictate. [submit this subject to the 
gonsideratton of Congress, that such further pro 
vision may be made in the sale of the public lands, 
with a view to the public interest. should any be 
deemed expedient, us in thelr judgment may be 
best edapted to the object, 

When we consider the vast extent of territory 
Within the United States the great amcunt and 
value of its productions, the connection ol its parts, 
and other circumstances, on which their prospe- 
rity and happiness depend, we cannot fail to en- 
teriain a high sense of the advantage to be de. 
rived from the facility of intercourse which may 
be afforded in the intercoorse be: ween them, by 
rheans of good reads and canals. Never dida 
couniry of such vast estent offer equal inducements 
of this kind, ner ever were consequences of such 
magnitude invoived inthem. As this subject was 
acted on by Corgess at the last session, and 
there may be a disposition to re yive it at the pre- 
cent. I have brought it into view, for the purpose 
of communicating my sentiments on a Very im- 
portant circumstance connected with it, with that 
freedom and candcar which a regard for the pub- 
lic interest, and a proper respect for Congress re- 
quire. A difference of opinion has existed from 
the first formation of our constitution to the pre- 
sent time, among our most enlightened aud vir- 
tuous citizens, respecting the right of Cosgress 
to establish such a system of improvement.—'Ts- 
king into view the trust with which I am 
now honoured, it would be improper to alter 
what is passed, that this discussion should be re- 
vived, wth an uncertainty of my opinion respect- 
ing the right — Disregarding early impressions, 
I have bestowed on the subject all the delibera.- 
tion which its great importance, and a just sense 
of my daty, requiced—and the result is a settled 
conviction in my mind, that Congress do rot 
passess the right. It is not contained in any of 

ihe specified powers granted to Congress; nor 
gap I consider it incidental to, or a vecessury 
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mean, viewed in the most liberal scale, for car- 
rying into effect any of the powers which ate 
specifically granted. In communicating this re- 
sult I cannot resist the obligation which I feel to 
suggest to Congress the propriety of reeommend- 
ing to the states the adoption of an amendment to 
the Constitution, which shall give to Congress 
the right in question. In cases of doubtful eon- 
struction, especially of such vital interest, it com- 
porte with the nature and origin ofour institutions, 
and will contribute much to preserve them, to ap- 
ply to our constituéwts for an explicit grant of the 
power. We may coofidently rely, that if it ap- 
pears to their satisfaction, that the power is neces- 
sary, it will always be granted. In this case [am 
happy to observe, that exoerience has afforded 
the most ample proof of its atility, and that the 
benign spirit of conciliation and harmony, which 
now manifests itself throughout our Union, pro- 
mises to such a recommendation the most prompt 
and favourable result. I think proper to suggest 
also, in case this meastire is adopted, that it be 
recommended to the siates to include, in the a 
mendment sought, a right in Congress to institate 
seminaries of learning for the all important pur- 
pose of d ffusing knowledge among our fellow- 
citizens throughout the Waited States. 

Our manufactories will require the continual 
attetion of Congress. The capital etaloyed 
in theo is considerable, and the knowledge ac. 
quired in the machinery and fabrie of all the 
most useftl manufactures, is of great value. 
Nheir preservation which depends on due encou- 
ragemeant, is connected with the high interest of 
the nation. : 

Although the progress of the public buildings 
has been as favourabie as circumstances have per- 
mitted, it is to be regretted that the capital is not 
in astate to recetve you. There is good eause to 
presume, that the two wings, the only parts as 
yel commenced, will be prepared for that purpose 
at the neat session, ‘The time seems now to have 
arrived, when this subject may be deemed wor. 
thy the attention of Congress ona scale edequate 
to sational purposes. The completion of the 
middie building will be necessary to the conve- 
hient accommodation of Congress, of the Com- 
mittees, and various offices belo: yng toit. It 
is evident that the other public buildings are alto- 
gether insufficient for the accommodation of the 
several executive departments, some of whom 
are much ercuded, and even subjected to the ne. 
cessity of obtaining it in private buildings at some 
distance from the heed of the department, and 
with inconvenience to the management of the 
public business. Most nations have taken an in- 
terest oud a pride in the improvement and orna- 
ment of the metropolis, and sone were more con. 


spicuous in that respect thao the ancient republics, . 


The policy which dictated the establishment 
of a permanent residence for the national go- 
government, and the spirit in which it was com. 
menced has been prosecuted, show that such ¢m- 
provement was though: worthy the attention of 
this nation. Its central positios, between the 
noriheyn and southero extremes of our upion, 
and its approach to the west, at the head of a 
gr we navigable river, which interlocks with the 
wesiern waters, prove the wisdom of the couneils 
which established it. Nuvtbing appears to be 
more reasonable and proper, than that convenient 
accominodations should be vided, ona well 


digested plan, for the heads of the several depart- 
ments, and for the attorney general; and it is 
believed that the public greaad in the city, ap- 
plicd © these objects, will be found amply suffi- 
cient. " § sabmit this sabject to the consideration 
of Congress, that such turther provision may be 
made in it, as to them: May seem ,roper. 


In contemplating the happy sitaation of the ®: 
States, our-attention is deawn. with Peculiar jp: 
terst, to the eurviving o fiicers snd soldiers of cur 
revolutionary army, who soeminently Contribut 
ed, by their serviees, to lay its foundation. Most 
of those very meritorions eitizens have paid the 
debt of nature, and gone to repose, It is heliey 
ed, that among the survivors, there are some not 
provided for by existing laws, who are reduce} 
to indigence, and even to real distress, These 
men havea claim on the gratitude of their coun. 


try, and it will do honour to their country to pro. . 


vide forthem. ‘The lapse of a few years more 
and the opportunity will be forever lost: indesa’ 
so long already has been the interval, that the 
number to be benefited by any provisiun which 
may be «nade, will not be great. 

It appearing in a satisfactory manner, that the 
revenue artsing from imposts and tonnage, end 
from the sale of the public lands, will be fully wd. 
equate to the support of the civil government, of 
the present military and naval establishments 
including the annual augmentation of the laiter to 
the extent provided for, to the pay ment of the in. 
terest on the publi: debt, and to the extinguish. 
ment of it at the times authorized. withcut ths 
aid of the internal taxes, I consider it my duty tg 
recommend to Congress their repeal. To impose 
taxes, when the public exigencies require them, 
is an obligation of the tmost sacred character, es. 
pecially with a free people. The faithfnl ‘u'fil 
ment of it is among the highest proofs of ther 
virtue, and capacity for self-government. To 
dispense with taxes, when it mzy be done with 
perivet safety, is equally the du‘y of their repre. 
sentatives. In this instence we heve the satis. 
faction to know that they were imposed whea 
the demand was imperious, and have been sus- 
tained with exemplary fidelity. I have to edd, 
that, however gratiiying it may be to me, regard 
ing the prospercus and happy cenditiva of cor 
country, to recommend the repesl of these jascs 
at this time. I shall nevertheless be attentive to 
events, and, should any future emergescy ocr, 
he nat less prompt te suggest such mevsures ard 
burthens, as may then be requisite acd .ropet, 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Dec. 2. 1817. 





Joux ©. Catuoun, of South Carolina. (lor 
mauy years a distinguished Represeotative 0 
Congress) has received from the President the 
a of Secretary for the Department l 
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